Press Release

Flamatt, 19 February 2013

COMET Group: 2012 sales and EBITDA margin down slightly on prior year

- At CHF 214.4 million sales 1% lower than prior year

- At 11.9% EBITDA margin 0.7% down on prior year

- As expected, net income down significantly on prior year at CHF 5.9 million
- Equity ratio of 58.0% slightly up on prior year (57.2%)

- Short-time working in production sub-unit ends in February 2013

COMET Group announces key values for the 2012 financial statements and confirms the
guidance on the key financial figures 2012 of 14 November 2012.

After a substantially stronger second half of the year, the COMET Group achieved full-year
consolidated net sales of CHF 214.6 million in 2012, 1% less than in the prior year (CHF
217.0 million).

With an EBITDA margin of 11.9% of sales, in 2012 the Group achieved an operating result
0.7% below the prior year (12.6%), reaching the upper end of its target range of 11% to 12%.
Taking into account financial result and taxes, this results in net income of CHF 5.9 million -
as expected down significantly on 2011.

With an equity ratio of 58.0% (2011: 57.2%) the balance sheet remains strong and net debt
was further reduced in 2012.

Given the improvement in orders in the Plasma Control Technologies business area,
COMET PCT is ending short-time working for employees in production in Flamatt.

The definitive results for 2012 and the Annual Report 2012 will be published at the analysts
and media conference on 14 March 2013, in Zurich.
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COMET Group corporate calendar:

15. March 2013 Publication of 2012 annual results
18. April 2013 Annual General Meeting
23. August 2013 Interim financial statements 2013

The COMET Group is one of the world's leading manufacturers of systems and components for the non-destructive testing,
security and semi-conductor markets. With the acquisition of the YXLON Group, it became the global market leader in the non-
destructive testing of materials using X-ray technology. With core competencies in vacuum technology, high-voltage engineering
and materials science and core products that include X-ray tubes and vacuum capacitors, COMET provides a comprehensive
and highly flexible range of components, modules, systems and services - all from a single source. Its activities are grouped into
two divisions: the OEM business (Modules & Components division under the COMET brand) and the end-user business
(Systems division under the YXLON brand).

COMET was founded in 1948 and is based in Flamatt, near Berne, in Switzerland. The COMET Group is represented in all
global markets. The company has production facilities in Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, China and the USA and owns
subsidiaries in the USA, China and Japan. COMET’s shares (COTN) are traded on the SIX Swiss Exchange.
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