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Continued rise in sales and incoming orders

Schaffner Group continues growth trend

The Schaffner Group, the world's leading company in the field of electromagnetic compatibility (EMC),

continued to grow in the third quarter of the 1999-2000 financial year (1 October to 30 September). In

the three-month period from 1 April to 30 June 2000, Group sales rose by 28.2% year-on-year to

CHF 44.60 million (previous year: CHF 34.80 million). At the end of nine months, at 30 June 2000,

consolidated sales had increased by 20.8% to CHF 126.90 million (CHF 105.06 million).

Strong sales growth in the Components product unit

In the Components product unit, sales at 30 June 2000 advanced by 33.1% to CHF 100.24 million

(CHF 75.34 million). At the end of nine months, sales revenues in the Test Equipment product unit

dropped by 10.3% compared with the prior year to CHF 26.66 million (CHF 29.73 million) despite

higher incoming order volumes (+16.8%). Rapid growth in this area led to a temporary bottleneck on

the subcontracting market and, at the same time, demand for increasingly comprehensive test

systems means longer production times, with the result that it will take longer from the time an order

is received until the product can be delivered. The Schaffner Group generated 72.0% (71.1%) of

these nine-month sales in Europe, 18.3% (19.9%) in North America and 9.7% (9.0%) in Asia (incl. the

rest of the world).

Sharp rise in incoming orders

The Schaffner Group has seen a sharp rise in demand for EMC components, especially in growth

industries such as telecommunications and Internet hardware. At the end of the third quarter of the

1999/2000 financial year, incoming orders in the Components product unit amounted to CHF 116.54

million (CHF 80.01 million), representing a 45.7% increase over the previous year. In the Test

Equipment product unit, incoming orders at 30 June 2000 had improved over the year-back period

by 16.8% to CHF 36.69 million (CHF 31.41 million). As incoming orders are substantially higher in all

product units, the Schaffner Group management expects an above-average improvement in sales

and a similar trend in the company's result for the entire business year ending on 30 September

2000.
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Overview of sales trend

Nine months 30.06.2000 30.06.1999 Change

Components 100,244 75,337 33.1%

Test Equipment 26,659 29,726 -10.3%

Total 126,903 105,063 20.8%

Amounts in CHF 1,000

Brief profile

The Schaffner Group is the world's leading provider in the field of electromagnetic compatibility

(EMC), which is becoming more and more important given the growing problem of electromagnetic

interference. Schaffner manufactures and sells EMC components which protect against

electromagnetic interference, test equipment to simulate and measure electromagentic disturbances

and automatic test sytems for power electronics. Schaffner's products and services are used by

several thousand companies and specialized test laboratories in a number of industries. In the

1998/1999 business year, the Schaffner Group posted sales of CHF 150.7 million with a workforce of

around 1,240.

If you have any questions about this media information, please contact Dr Alex Oechslin, Group CEO

and Chairman of the Board of Directors or Daniel Hofer, CFO, telephone +41 32 681 66 26.


