
 

Media release 

Basel, 28 April 2015 
 
 

Helvetia Investment Foundation launches two en-
tirely new investment groups: Swiss Shares Smart 
Beta Dynamic 50 and 100 
 

With the new investment groups Swiss Shares Smart Beta Dynamic 50 
and 100, the Helvetia Investment Foundation has again come up with 
an innovative investment solution for pension funds. In cooperation 
with Notenstein Private Bank Ltd and 1741 Asset Management Ltd, the 
Helvetia Investment Foundation is launching two indexed investment 
groups that combine index funds with optimised risk/return profiles in 
the Swiss Shares segment.  
 
The introduction of negative interest rates and the lifting of the minimum euro ex-
change rate have once again intensified the investment crisis affecting autonomous 
and semi-autonomous pension funds. Generating sustainable income over the long 
term represents a major challenge, further heightening the need for alternative 
investment opportunities.  
 
«Smart beta» solutions offer just such an opportunity for diversification, weighting 
indices on the basis of criteria other than market capitalisation. The strategy of the 
two investment groups is aimed at outperforming the SPI by minimising the latter’s 
size bias and procyclical tendency with the aid of alternative weighting proce-
dures and dynamic steering of investments in risk/return-optimised index funds. 
This approach offers the advantages of traditional index-tracking while at the same 
time tapping into sources of outperformance (also known as «beta») in a targeted 
manner and thus exceeding the SPI’s return over the long term. Investors can 
choose from two investment groups designed to suit different risk preferences. 
While Swiss Shares Smart Beta Dynamic 100 invests its entire portfolio in index 
funds with optimised risk/return profiles, Swiss Shares Smart Beta Dynamic 50 
places half of its assets in the 1741 Switzerland Cap Weighted Index Fund. This 
leads to a lower tracking error relative to the SPI.  
 
Dr Dunja Schwander, Managing Director of the Helvetia Investment Foundation, 
explains: «Our innovative investment groups Swiss Shares Smart Beta Dynamic 50 
and 100 combine the advantages of passive index funds with the dynamism and 

 



 

flexibility of active investment management. Thanks to the underlying index funds 
with optimised risk/return profiles, they offer a welcome diversification in the Swiss 
Shares segment, and thus an attractive addition to any pension fund portfolio.» 
 
The Helvetia Investment Foundation has developed these innovative investment 
groups in close cooperation with its business partners, Notenstein Private Bank Ltd 
and 1741 Asset Management Ltd. 1741 Asset Management Ltd is one of the lead-
ing quantitative asset managers in Switzerland and winner of the William F. 
Sharpe Award. Notenstein Private Bank AG, a subsidiary of Raiffeisen Switzer-
land, specialises in wealth and asset management for private and institutional in-
vestors with sustainable investment solutions. The Helvetia Investment Foundation 
specialises in the management of indexed securities and real estate investment 
groups for autonomous and semi-autonomous pension funds.  
 
Additional information on the Helvetia Investment Foundation and the investment 
groups Swiss Shares Smart Beta Dynamic 50 and 100 can be found on the Inter-
net at www.helvetia-anlagestiftung.ch. 
 
The media release is attached as a PDF. 
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About the Helvetia Group  
Over the past 150 years, the Helvetia Group has developed out of various Swiss and foreign 
insurance companies into a successful insurance group with a presence throughout Europe. Hel-
vetia now has branches in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Spain, Italy and France. It also con-
ducts some of its investment and financing operations via subsidiary and fund companies in 
Luxembourg and Jersey. The Group’s head office is located in the Swiss town of St. Gallen. 
Helvetia offers life policies, insurance against loss and reinsurance. With around 7,000 employ-
ees, it provides services for more than 4.7 million customers. In the 2014 financial year, Helve-
tia generated underlying earnings of CHF 421.7 million on a business volume of CHF 7.76 
billion. The registered shares of Helvetia Holding are traded on the SIX Swiss Exchange under 
the code HELN. 
 
Cautionary note  
This document was prepared by Helvetia Group and may not be copied, altered, offered, sold 
or otherwise distributed to any other person by any recipient without the consent of Helvetia 
Group. Although all reasonable effort has been made to ensure that the facts stated herein are 
correct and the opinions contained herein are fair and reasonable, where any information and 

 
 

http://www.helvetia-anlagestiftung.ch/
mailto:hansjoerg.ryser@helvetia.ch
http://www.helvetia.com/


 

statistics are quoted from any external source such information or statistics should not be inter-
preted as having been adopted or endorsed as accurate by Helvetia Group. Neither Helvetia 
Group nor any of its directors, officers, employees and advisors nor any other person shall have 
any liability whatsoever for loss howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this 
information. The facts and information contained in this document are as up to date as is rea-
sonably possible but may be subject to revision in the future. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of 
its directors, officers, employees or advisors nor any other person makes any representation or 
warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in 
this document. 
 
This document may contain projections or other forward-looking statements related to Helvetia 
Group which by their very nature involve inherent risks and uncertainties, both general and 
specific, and there is a risk that predictions, forecasts, projections and other outcomes described 
or implied in forward-looking statements will not be achieved. We caution you that a number of 
important factors could cause results to differ materially from the plans, objectives, expectations, 
estimates and intentions expressed in such forward-looking statements. These factors include: (1) 
changes in general economic conditions, in particular in the markets in which we operate; (2) 
the performance of financial markets; (3) changes in interest rates; (4) changes in currency ex-
change rates; (5) changes in laws and regulations, including accounting policies or practices; 
(6) risks associated with implementing our business strategies; (7) the frequency, magnitude and 
general development of insured events; (8) mortality and morbidity rates; (9) policy renewal and 
lapse rates as well as (10), the realisation of economies of scale as well as synergies. We cau-
tion you that the foregoing list of important factors is not exhaustive; when evaluating forward-
looking statements, you should carefully consider the foregoing factors and other uncertainties. 
All forward-looking statements are based on information available to Helvetia Group on the date 
of its publication and Helvetia Group assumes no obligation to update such statements unless 
otherwise required by applicable law. 
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