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Helvetia Art Prize winner STELLA presents "No Money – No 
Original" shop and stand at LISTE art fair 

The winners of the Helvetia Art Prize have the opportunity to show 
their work in a solo exhibition space at the LISTE – Art Fair Basel. 
This year's winner STELLA is using her solo space to present her "No 
Money – No Original" shop and stand, featuring Chanel-inspired 
bags and clothes which she has made herself. Her work will be on 
display for the duration of the international young art fair from 14 
to 19 June 2016. 
 
STELLA (*1990), who earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts at Zurich University of the 
Arts, is one of the young artists whose work is on display this week at the LISTE – 
Art Fair Basel. As the winner of this year's Helvetia Art Prize, STELLA has a solo 
exhibition space. The young artist is using this to present her "No Money – No 
Original" shop and stand, for which she has specifically made bags and items of 
clothing that are inspired by the current Chanel collection. The display she has 
created features the trappings of a branded shop and reflects the luxury items in a 
painting that looks like a blotted print of the original. There is nothing like a 
blurred image to undermine the impact of advertising. In 2014 STELLA had al-
ready created a series of logos onto which she had placed a panel before they 
were fully dry. 
 
The image of a young woman sitting on her sofa in the evenings crocheting Chanel 
bags is rather charming. And STELLA plays on a whole host of perceptions that 
always have something to do with the heart of branding: desires and promises. 
Hence in true pop art style her copies thematize on the one hand the value of the 
original – for of course an object made by an artist completely fulfils our expecta-
tions of an original. On the other hand, there is the vogue for handmade goods 
prized by luxury labels and consumer critics alike, and which STELLA criticizes 
with her imperfect look. At the same time she explores the meaning of work in a 
capitalist system and gives it a face. "No Money - No Original" is appropriation 
art in a comprehensive sense: "I do art à porter, art on people", says STELLA. 
  



 

 
 

Solo exhibition as a start-up boost 
STELLA's solo exhibition at the LISTE art fair is part of the Helvetia Art Prize which 
the insurance company created to assist young artists at the beginning of their 
careers. Together with prize money of CHF 15,000, the exhibition is intended to 
help young artists start their professional careers by enabling them to show their 
work to a specialist international audience. The winner of the art prize is chosen 
by a jury of specialists from well-known art institutions. This year the members of 
the jury are Kathleen Bühler (Curator of the Department of Contemporary Art at the 
Kunstmuseum Bern), Jean-Paul Felley (Co-Director of the Centre Culturel Suisse in 
Paris), Helen Hirsch (Director of the Kunstmuseum Thun) and Dorothee Messmer 
(Director of the Kunstmuseum Olten). 
 
 
Information about the LISTE – Art Fair Basel 
STELLA, Winner of the 2016 Helvetia Art Prize 
Stand 2/1/4 
Burgweg 15, Basel, Switzerland 
 
Vernissage 
Monday, 13 June 2016, 5 to 9 p.m., entry free 
 
Art fair 
Tuesday to Saturday, 14 to 18 June 2016, 1 to 9 p.m. 
Sunday, 19 June 2016, 1 to 6 p.m. 
 
 
This media release is also available on our website  
www.helvetia.com/media. 
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About the Helvetia Group  
In over 150 years, the Helvetia Group has grown from a number of Swiss and foreign insurance 
companies into a successful international insurance group. Today, Helvetia has subsidiaries in its 
home market Switzerland as well as in the countries that make up the Europe market area: Ger-
many, Italy, Austria and Spain. With its Specialty Markets market area, Helvetia is also present 
in France and in selected regions worldwide. Some of its investment and financing activities are 
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managed through subsidiaries and fund companies in Luxembourg and Jersey. The Group is 
headquartered in St.Gallen, Switzerland.  
Helvetia is active in the life and non-life business, and also offers customised specialty lines and 
reinsurance cover. Its business activities focus on retail customers as well as small and medium-
sized companies and larger corporates. With some 6,700 employees, the company provides 
services to more than 4.7 million customers. With a business volume of CHF 8.24 billion,  
Helvetia generated underlying earnings of CHF 439 million in the 2015 financial year. The 
registered shares of Helvetia Holding are traded on the SIX Swiss Exchange under the symbol 
HELN. 
 
Cautionary note  
This document was prepared by Helvetia Group and may not be copied, altered, offered, sold 
or otherwise distributed to any other person by any recipient without the consent of Helvetia 
Group. Although all reasonable effort has been made to ensure that the facts stated herein are 
correct and the opinions contained herein are fair and reasonable, where any information and 
statistics are quoted from any external source such information or statistics should not be inter-
preted as having been adopted or endorsed as accurate by Helvetia Group. Neither Helvetia 
Group nor any of its directors, officers, employees and advisors nor any other person shall have 
any liability whatsoever for loss howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this 
information. The facts and information contained in this document are as up to date as is rea-
sonably possible but may be subject to revision in the future. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of 
its directors, officers, employees or advisors nor any other person makes any representation or 
warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in 
this document. 
This document may contain projections or other forward-looking statements related to Helvetia 
Group which by their very nature involve inherent risks and uncertainties, both general and 
specific, and there is a risk that predictions, forecasts, projections and other outcomes described 
or implied in forward-looking statements will not be achieved. We caution you that a number of 
important factors could cause results to differ materially from the plans, objectives, expectations, 
estimates and intentions expressed in such forward-looking statements. These factors include: (1) 
changes in general economic conditions, in particular in the markets in which we operate; (2) 
the performance of financial markets; (3) changes in interest rates; (4) changes in currency ex-
change rates; (5) changes in laws and regulations, including accounting policies or practices; 
(6) risks associated with implementing our business strategies; (7) the frequency, magnitude and 
general development of insured events; (8) mortality and morbidity rates; (9) policy renewal and 
lapse rates as well as (10), the realisation of economies of scale as well as synergies. We cau-
tion you that the foregoing list of important factors is not exhaustive; when evaluating forward-
looking statements, you should carefully consider the foregoing factors and other uncertainties. 
All forward-looking statements are based on information available to Helvetia Group on the date 
of its publication and Helvetia Group assumes no obligation to update such statements unless 
otherwise required by applicable law. 
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