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"Panorama" – an exhibition featuring the Helvetia Art Col-
lection at the Art Paris Art Fair 

Switzerland is this year’s guest of honour at the Art Paris Art Fair. 
The country’s contributions include an exhibition of selected works 
from the Helvetia Art Collection, all of them purchased during the 
last ten years. Like the rest of the Swiss presence, it has been cu-
rated by Karine Tissot. 
 
The 20th Art Paris Art Fair opens its doors on 4 April 2018. Switzerland is this 
year’s guest of honour, and works by around 100 contemporary Swiss artists will 
be on display. Among the country’s contributions is "Panorama", featuring works 
from the Helvetia Art Collection. Like the rest of the Swiss presence, it has been cu-
rated by Karine Tissot, Director of the Centre d’Art Contemporain d’Yverdon-les-
Bains. It offers an overview of the works purchased for the Helvetia Art Collection 
over the last ten years, and so covers the spectrum of recent Swiss artistic creativ-
ity. "Panorama" includes 43 works in a range of media, from painting, drawing, 
photography and prints to videos and sculptures. 
 
Three different takes on Switzerland 
The exhibition is divided into three sections, each merging into the next, each of-
fering its own account of the Swiss landscape. Rather than adopting a historical or 
scientific approach, it sets up a formal dialogue that draws on both the abstract 
and the figurative dimensions. "Panorama" thus underscores that a collection of 
contemporary Swiss art must generally encompass multiple styles, media, formats, 
techniques and supports. 
 
The first part of the exhibition presents the landscape through the eyes of the 
graphic artist. At its centre is a large-format work by Adrian Schiess, who com-
bines graded intensities of various hues within a single format. There are also 
works by Francis Baudevin, Corsin Fontana, Aloïs Godinat and Alex Hanimann. 
 
  



 

 
 

The Alps as leitmotif – delicate, imperious, idyllic 
The second section is romantic. It opens with the topography of the Alps, a leitmo-
tif of Swiss art since the 18th century. The mountains are depicted in widely differ-
ing ways: from the delicate watercolours of Michel Grillet to the irrepressible instal-
lation by the youthful Christopher Füllemann, and the expressive brushwork of Con-
rad Jon Godly to the virtual composition by Monica Studer and Christoph van den 
Berg. 
 
In the final section, the curator offers up a horizon essentially reduced to two col-
ours – black and white – reflecting the importance of drawing in Swiss art of re-
cent years, and in particular the use of line in varying means of expression. Ha-
drien Dussoix’s spray paint on canvas appears alongside traces of animal skins by 
Michael Günzburger and the two- and three-dimensional works of Franziska Furter. 
The ingenuity of Bernard Voïta meets the DIY aesthetic of Augustin Rebetez, lead-
ing up to the explosive culmination that is Hanspeter Hofmann. 
 
A wide-ranging commitment to art 
The Helvetia Art Collection comprises more than 1,700 works of contemporary 
Swiss art by over 400 artists, and traces its origins back to the 1940s. As such, it 
is one of the most important collections of its kind. In addition to collecting art, Hel-
vetia also presents an Art Prize to promote the work of young artists and is support-
ing digitisation projects at four Swiss museums. The company is also a major art 
insurer, occupying the no. 1 spot in its home market of Switzerland as well as at-
tractive niche positions in France, Belgium, Germany and Spain that it is looking to 
expand. Helvetia has a sales office in Miami serving Central and South America, 
as well as branches in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur for the Asian market. 
 
 
This media release is also available on our website  
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About the Helvetia Group  
In 160 years, the Helvetia Group has grown from a number of Swiss and foreign insurance com-
panies into a successful international insurance group. Today, Helvetia has subsidiaries in its 
home market Switzerland as well as in the countries that make up the Europe market area: Ger-
many, Italy, Austria and Spain. With its Specialty Markets market area, Helvetia is also present 
in France and in selected regions worldwide. Some of its investment and financing activities are 
managed through subsidiaries and fund companies in Luxembourg and Jersey. The Group is 
headquartered in St.Gallen, Switzerland.  
Helvetia is active in the life and non-life business, and also offers customised specialty lines and 
reinsurance cover. Its business activities focus on retail customers as well as small and medium-
sized companies and larger corporates. With some 6,600 employees, the company provides 
services to more than 5 million customers. With a business volume of CHF 8.64 billion,  
Helvetia generated underlying earnings of CHF 502.4 million in the 2017 financial year. The 
registered shares of Helvetia Holding are traded on the SIX Swiss Exchange under the symbol 
HELN. 
 
Cautionary note  
This document was prepared by Helvetia Group and may not be copied, altered, offered, sold 
or otherwise distributed to any other person by any recipient without the consent of Helvetia 
Group. The German version of this document is decisive and binding. Versions of the document 
in other languages are made available purely for information purposes. Although all reasonable 
effort has been made to ensure that the facts stated herein are correct and the opinions con-
tained herein are fair and reasonable, where any information and statistics are quoted from any 
external source such information or statistics should not be interpreted as having been adopted 
or endorsed as accurate by Helvetia Group. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of its directors, of-
ficers, employees and advisors nor any other person shall have any liability whatsoever for loss 
howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this information. The facts and infor-
mation contained in this document are as up to date as is reasonably possible but may be sub-
ject to revision in the future. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of its directors, officers, employees 
or advisors nor any other person makes any representation or warranty, express or implied, as 
to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in this document. 
This document may contain projections or other forward-looking statements related to Helvetia 
Group which by their very nature involve inherent risks and uncertainties, both general and spe-
cific, and there is a risk that predictions, forecasts, projections and other outcomes described or 
implied in forward-looking statements will not be achieved. We caution you that a number of im-
portant factors could cause results to differ materially from the plans, objectives, expectations, 
estimates and intentions expressed in such forward-looking statements. These factors include: (1) 
changes in general economic conditions, in particular in the markets in which we operate; (2) 
the performance of financial markets; (3) changes in interest rates; (4) changes in currency ex-
change rates; (5) changes in laws and regulations, including accounting policies or practices; 
(6) risks associated with implementing our business strategies; (7) the frequency, magnitude and 
general development of insured events; (8) mortality and morbidity rates; (9) policy renewal and 
lapse rates as well as (10), the realisation of economies of scale as well as synergies. We cau-
tion you that the foregoing list of important factors is not exhaustive; when evaluating forward-
looking statements, you should carefully consider the foregoing factors and other uncertainties. 
All forward-looking statements are based on information available to Helvetia Group on the date 
of its publication and Helvetia Group assumes no obligation to update such statements unless 
otherwise required by applicable law. 
 
 


