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Basel, 6 June 2018 
 
 

"A Long Day" – Klodin Erb in the Helvetia Art Foyer 

The latest solo exhibition in the Helvetia Art Foyer comprises works by 
Zurich-based artist Klodin Erb. This is her first solo show in Basel. Paint-
ings, installations and videos provide an insight into the broad spec-
trum of her current work. "A Long Day" runs until 4 October 2018. 
There is no admission charge. 
 
Swiss artist Klodin Erb groups the works exhibited in "A Long Day" to create a sce-
nography that plays with the interaction of visual irritation and familiarity. In an 
age of social upheaval, political polarization and identitarian movements, people 
are searching for reference points that corroborate their own views. Klodin Erb 
uses artistic media to take a stance on social discourse and change. Her works ask 
how a current artistic position can respond to doubts about the truth and reality of 
visual and linguistic testimony. They are about beliefs and ideology, mechanisms 
of personal affirmation and the construction of personal identity.  
 
An idealized landscape as a three-dimensional spatial experience 
The exhibition is named after Klodin Erb’s latest video, which shows a landscape 
she developed for an exhibition at the Centre d’art Pasquart in Biel/Bienne. She 
transformed a fixed 21-metre long showcase in a corridor of the museum into an 
idealized landscape. Multiple levels in the work turn it into a three-dimensional 
spatial experience depending on the angle from which it is viewed. The camera 
travels steadily across the landscape, accompanied by distinctive organ music, 
with dark tones and harsh rhythms forming a stark contrast to the charm of the nat-
ural image and adding a dramatic dimension.  
 
A monumental installation 
"Der Vorhang" ("The curtain") is an installation comprising a dark-blue velvet cur-
tain in front of a green wall. The curtain falls to the ground in response to a foot-
operated switch, revealing an unpainted white wall. Interaction uncovers what had 
previously been hidden. As soon as the curtain has been restored to its original 
place, the wall and the curtain regain their unblemished existence. In this work, 
Klodin Erb plays on affective signals such as the pull of what is hidden and disap-
pointment when the secret is unveiled.  



 

 
 

Monochromatic colour combination 
The four-part painting "Wundersame Vermehrung, Wallpiece" ("Miraculous propa-
gation") on the opposite wall is an abstract, monochromatic colour combination on 
an unusually shaped canvas. However, there is nothing arbitrary about its size and 
shape. The work is a reference to two specific artistic traditions: a multi-panelled 
winged altarpiece, in other words a polyptych, and a "shaped canvas" that de-
parts from the traditional shape of flat rectangular paintings. The work is covered 
with delicate, cloud-like shapes in blue Chinese ink. These are not a product of 
chance; rather they were created by the artist’s experience and knowledge of the 
materials used. The link between this formal austerity and visual lightness leaves 
plenty of scope for interpretation by the viewer: from contemplative consideration 
through a framed view of nature to an inverse x-ray image. 
 
Irritating messages 
"Billboards", a group of works in a separate room, showcases Klodin Erb’s interest 
in contemporary questions relating to systems of belief and ideological convictions. 
Reminiscent of advertising billboards, the paintings combine a communicative 
statement with irritating messages. The artist deliberately undermines the rules of 
communication by omitting understandable content and clear messages. 
 
Championing art 
The Hevetia Art Foyer is a publicly accessible exhibition space at Helvetia’s head 
office in Basel. Works from the company’s art collection are exhibited to the gen-
eral public in solo shows, in dialogue and themed exhibitions. Selected artists are 
also invited to put on solo exhibitions. The Art Foyer is only one element in Helve-
tia's commitment to art as an art insurer. It also presents the annual Helvetia Art 
Prize for young artists. The art collection of Helvetia, an international insurance 
group, comprises around 1,800 works by some 400 artists and is one of the most 
important collections of contemporary Swiss art. 
 
Key information on the "A Long Day" exhibition 
7 June to 4 October 2018 
Every Thursday from 4 until 8 p.m. 
Additional opening hours during Art Basel: 
Wednesday 13 June to Friday 15 June 2018 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Helvetia Insurance, Art Foyer, Steinengraben 25, 4051 Basel 
Admission is free 
 
Note for media representatives 
Journalists may visit "A Long Day" outside of opening hours. To take advantage of 
this opportunity, please contact the Helvetia media unit: 
 
Phone: +41 58 280 50 33 
media.relations@helvetia.ch 
 
  



 

 
 

 
Klodin Erb, «Der Vorhang», 2018 
Blue velvet, lining, mechanical action, wood 
approx. 350 x 200 x 100 cm 
Courtesy Lullin+Ferrari, Zurich 
 
 
This media release is also available on our website  
www.helvetia.com/media. 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Helvetia Switzerland 
Jonas Grossniklaus 
Media Relations Manager 
St. Alban-Anlage 26 
CH-4002 Basel 
 
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/jonasgrossniklaus 
 
Phone: +41 58 280 50 33 
media.relations@helvetia.ch   
www.helvetia.com 

  

 
 
About the Helvetia Group  
In 160 years, the Helvetia Group has grown from a number of Swiss and foreign insurance com-
panies into a successful international insurance group. Today, Helvetia has subsidiaries in its 
home market Switzerland as well as in the countries that make up the Europe market area: Ger-
many, Italy, Austria and Spain. With its Specialty Markets market area, Helvetia is also present 



 

 
 

in France and in selected regions worldwide. Some of its investment and financing activities are 
managed through subsidiaries and fund companies in Luxembourg and Jersey. The Group is 
headquartered in St.Gallen, Switzerland.  
Helvetia is active in the life and non-life business, and also offers customised specialty lines and 
reinsurance cover. Its business activities focus on retail customers as well as small and medium-
sized companies and larger corporates. With some 6,600 employees, the company provides 
services to more than 5 million customers. With a business volume of CHF 8.64 billion,  
Helvetia generated underlying earnings of CHF 502.4 million in the 2017 financial year. The 
registered shares of Helvetia Holding are traded on the SIX Swiss Exchange under the symbol 
HELN. 
 
Cautionary note  
This document was prepared by Helvetia Group and may not be copied, altered, offered, sold 
or otherwise distributed to any other person by any recipient without the consent of Helvetia 
Group. The German version of this document is decisive and binding. Versions of the document 
in other languages are made available purely for information purposes. Although all reasonable 
effort has been made to ensure that the facts stated herein are correct and the opinions con-
tained herein are fair and reasonable, where any information and statistics are quoted from any 
external source such information or statistics should not be interpreted as having been adopted 
or endorsed as accurate by Helvetia Group. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of its directors, of-
ficers, employees and advisors nor any other person shall have any liability whatsoever for loss 
howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this information. The facts and infor-
mation contained in this document are as up to date as is reasonably possible but may be sub-
ject to revision in the future. Neither Helvetia Group nor any of its directors, officers, employees 
or advisors nor any other person makes any representation or warranty, express or implied, as 
to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in this document. 
This document may contain projections or other forward-looking statements related to Helvetia 
Group which by their very nature involve inherent risks and uncertainties, both general and spe-
cific, and there is a risk that predictions, forecasts, projections and other outcomes described or 
implied in forward-looking statements will not be achieved. We caution you that a number of im-
portant factors could cause results to differ materially from the plans, objectives, expectations, 
estimates and intentions expressed in such forward-looking statements. These factors include: (1) 
changes in general economic conditions, in particular in the markets in which we operate; (2) 
the performance of financial markets; (3) changes in interest rates; (4) changes in currency ex-
change rates; (5) changes in laws and regulations, including accounting policies or practices; 
(6) risks associated with implementing our business strategies; (7) the frequency, magnitude and 
general development of insured events; (8) mortality and morbidity rates; (9) policy renewal and 
lapse rates as well as (10), the realisation of economies of scale as well as synergies. We cau-
tion you that the foregoing list of important factors is not exhaustive; when evaluating forward-
looking statements, you should carefully consider the foregoing factors and other uncertainties. 
All forward-looking statements are based on information available to Helvetia Group on the date 
of its publication and Helvetia Group assumes no obligation to update such statements unless 
otherwise required by applicable law. 
 
 


